MY PLANS FOR YOU - Jeremiah 29:10-14

Jeremiah 29 (NIV)

A Letter to the Exiles

1 This is the text of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the
surviving elders among the exiles and to the priests, the prophets and all the other
people Nebuchadnezzar had carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. & (This was
after King Jehoiachin and the queen mother, the court officials and the leaders of Judah
and Jerusalem, the skilled workers and the artisans had gone into exile from
Jerusalem.) 8 He entrusted the letter to Elasah son of Shaphan and to Gemariah son of
Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to King Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon.

It said:

4 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile
from Jerusalem to Babylon: 8§ “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat
what they produce. 6 Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and
give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase
in number there; do not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to
which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too
will prosper.” 8 Yes, this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “Do not let
the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you
encourage them to have. 9 They are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent
them,” declares the Lord.

10 This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will
come to you and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this place [Jerusalem].

11 For I [alone] know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.

12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You
will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by
you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from
all the nations and places where I have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring
you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.”
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KEY WORD IN THIS PASSAGE--
“my plans for you” is one word in Hebrew machashavah’= a word of detailed, artistic design, invention, &

carefully thought-out purposes-------- specifically formulated for certain individuals [not general & not random]

* another key verse where it is used is Psalm 33:11 “the plans of the Lord stand firm forever,
the purposes of his heart through all generations.”

# another key verse where it is used is Is. §5:8,9 “my ways/thoughts are not your ways/
thoughts---mine are higher....”

>k Note: Job 42:2 “your plans cannot be sabotaged [thwarted]” a similar Heb. noun is used that
means the same thing”

L) ASK YOURSELF: WHY IS THIS TRUE? Because the saboteur would have to be BIGGER than God
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